ST THOMAS’S PARISH WW1 MEMORIAL – EXTENDED SUMMARY OF RESEARCH

The Names on the Memorial Cross
T. ADAMS, Not Positively Identified. Name appears on the Guildhall Cenotaph. CWGC records over a dozen possibilities. Local research has given us:-

Thomas Henry Adams, b4/6/1876 of Commercial Road

Thomas Henry Adams, b27/8/1895 of All Saints View

Thomas Keith Adams,  b1/8/1886

Thomas Malcolm Adams, 10/1/1889 of North Street

Thomas William Adams, 19/4/1897 of Lion Terrace
A. BAIN, The CWGC lists 20 men with this name but only one Bain with initials AG which is the same name in the first Parish Magazine list which gives it in full as Alexander George. The Guildhall Cenotaph lists AG Bain under the Naval section. The AG Bain on the CWGC records died on 11/03/1915. He was a Private, PO/7542, in the Royal Marine Light Infantry, HMS Bayano, which was an Armed Merchant Cruiser that was torpedoed by U27 off Ireland with the loss of 197 lives.. He is buried at Ballyphillip Church of Ireland Graveyard. The 1881 Census lists a Bain family living in Gosport with a son Alexander G, aged 2 years. The father was a Bandsman with the RMLI. The Birth certificate shows Alexander George Bain was born at 15 Upper Mill Lane, Forton (Gosport) on 18th February 1879. His parents were Alexander and Margaret (nee Healy) who were married at St John’s Forton on December 26th 1877. A marriage Certificate shows Alexander George marrying Priscilla Westbrook in the Portsmouth Register Office on 12th August 1903. He gives his occupation as Private RMLI aboard HMS Hero. Priscilla was born 5th December 1882 in Westbourne, Sussex and was living at 13 Cumberland Street, Portsea at the date of marriage. Alexander and Priscilla had a son also named Alexander George on 19th August 1908 whilst they were living at 26 Wells Street, Landport (the father’s occupation was recorded as General Labourer). The daughter of the son of Alexander and Priscilla is Pat Bennett of 43 Ladywood House, Southsea and she confirms confirms the above adding that the family originated in Scotland and were living in Bath Square, Old Portsmouth, opposite Quebec House at the time Alexander re-enlisted.
H. BAIN, The CWGC list 8 Bains with first or only initial H. Two are non-UK citizens and 4 joined Scottish Highland Regiments which leaves two possibilities. Unfortunately, there is no connection to Portsmouth currently available for either. What is perhaps more worrying is that H Bain does not appear on the Cenotaph or any other memorial in Portsmouth. Further, it should be noted that this name is one of two that replaced original names on the cross when it was restored after WW2. We may simply have a mistake here.
N. D. BAYLEY, M.C. (Some text missing)

the son of Alice Augusta Sells (formerly Bayley). His death is remembered in the November 1918 edition of the Parish Magazine.

T.G. BEECH
The CWGC list this man as Thomas George Beech who died on 31/08/1918, aged 34yrs. He was a Private, (No. 29508) in the Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry. He is buried at the Bagneux British Cemetery, Gezaincourt and is remembered on the Guildhall Cenotaph. He was the son of Sarah and the late William Beech, of Portsmouth and the husband of Emily A. E. Beech, of 32, Highbury St., Portsmouth (married 1916). His death is remembered in the October 1918 edition of the Parish Magazine. On September 9th 1918 the Evening News carried the following notice – “BEECH.  On Aug.31st. 1918, Private T.G.Beech, D.C.L.I., the devoted husband of Emily E.E. Beech of 32, Highbury 'Street, died of wounds in France.   From his heart broken wife and two darling babies. My life, my all.

A. J. BATES
The CWGC lists three men named AJ Bates, but as one of them is buried in Milton Cemetery, the task of identifying him is made somewhat easier.  He died on 27/10/1919 and was Cemetery records show that he was buried on 30/11/1919 and that he was 43 years old. His name appears on the Guildhall Cenotaph. His Short Service Record gives his name as Albert James Bates, born at Walgrave, Reading, Berks,. He was aged 19 years 11 months when he enlisted on 17th October 1895. He was discharged in early 1919 to 23 (or 24) Shakespeare Road, Buckland which he shared with his wife Maria Jane (she died 8/2/1960 and her ashes are buried in the same grave as her husband. She remained at Shakespeare Road till the end).This is the second name that seems to have been added to the memorial at the last restoration.

T. A. C. BRABAZON
The CWGC list this man as Terence Anthony Chaworth Brabazon who died on 03/08/1916 aged 20 years. He was a Captain in the Essex Regiment and is buried in Wilton Cemetery, Wiltshire. He is mentioned on the Guildhall Cenotaph and the WW1 memorial at the King’s School, Rochester. He was the son of Lt. Col. William B. Brabazon and Mrs. Mabel Brabazon. He was born at Rochester, Kent in 1896. Brabazon joined the Essex Regiment in 1913 and was sent to France with the 2nd Bn. On 7/11/1914. He was wounded by a gunshot to the right arm on 1/5/1915 at St. Jean, Ypres, and was invalided home. He returned to the front and was wounded again on 1/07/1916 whilst with the 1st Bn. and again invalided home. He died of Septic Pneumonia in the Military Hospital at Wilton House, Salisbury. Lt. Col Brabazon was for a time Director of Ordnance at Gunwharf and during that time lived at Ordnance House, Ordnance Row, Portsea.
F.S. BRADSHAW
The CWGC list 2 men named Bradshaw with the initials FS neither of whom show an obvious connection with Portsmouth. The first Parish Magazine list gives the first names as Frank Seymour which corresponds with one of the CWGC names who served with the Somerset Light Infantry and died on 19/12/1914. He is recorded as being the nephew of Captain A Bradshaw of Newell House, Grimston Avenue, Folkestone. Birth records show him as being born in 1884 at Axbridge (Weston-Super-Mare) whilst the 1901 Census shows him aged 17 years at Harrow School as a boarder. The Guildhall Cenotaph lists FS Bradshaw (in the Army section). The name does not appear on any other local memorials. Marriage records show that Frank’s parents (Frank Boyd Bradshaw and Catherine Douglas Nunn) were married at St Judes Church on February 26th, 1881.
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H.R. BROWN 
Horace Robert Brown has been identified by Trevor Brown. Horace Robert, known as “Bob”, was born on Hayling Island 23rd January 1892. His father was manager of the Royal Hotel at the time. The family later moved to Portsmouth where Bob attended Portsmouth Town School. He later worked as a fishmonger before joining the RMLI on 15th February 1916. He received basic training at Deal before being posted to the 188th Infantry Brigade and embarking for France on the 16th September 1916. He fought at Beaucourt (13th-18th November 1916), Miraumont (17th February 1917), and Arleaux-Gavrelle where he was killed on 28th April 1917. He has no known grave and is commemorated on the memorial at Arras.

T. BURNETT, H.CLAY, F.COTTRELL
Research notes temporarily mislaid.
H. W. COUCH
. The CWGC lists two men named Couch with initials HW. One is Herbert William Couch who died on 01/11/1914 aged 34 years as Engineer Lt. Commander R.N. aboard HMS Good Hope, at the Battle of Coronel.
He was the son of James and Helen Couch and was married to Edith Cecile King of 125 High Street, Old Portsmouth The date of their marriage was December 18th 1906 when Herbert William was 27 and Edith Cecile was 26 (Marriage Certificate). Herbert is remembered on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial and has no known grave. His name also appears on the Navy section of the Guildhall Cenotaph. According to Kelly’s (1913)  a Herbert William Couch lived at 85 St Thomas St.
J. CRAVEN. The CWGC list 37 men named Craven with first initial being J. Only one of them appears to have a connection with Portsmouth. He is Joseph Craven who died on 26/11/1916  at the age of 47. He was a Leading Stoker (No. 170167) in the Royal Navy aboard HMS Mohawk. He is listed on the Guildhall Cenotaph and is buried in Gillingham (Woodlands) Cemetery. He was the husband of Sarah Craven, of 32, Hereford St., Landport, Portsmouth. (There was a Joseph Craven living at 2 West Street in 1913 accordin to Kelly’s)

T. CURRIE. The CWGC list 21 men named Currie with first initial being T. Only one has an apparent connection with Portsmouth. He is Thomas James Currie who died on 31/05/1916 aged 29 years. He was an Able Seaman (No. 223656) in the Royal Navy aboard HMS Invincible at the Battle of Jutland. He is remembered on the Guildhall Cenotaph & Portsmouth Naval Memorial. He has no known grave.
Son of William and Lucy Currie, of 31, Britain St., Portsea (the 1901 Census places them at 1 Nobbs Lane, Old Portsmouth) and husband of Blanche L. Currie, of 58, Adames Rd., Kingston, Portsmouth. They had at least three children, Thomas (b. 1912), William (b. 1914) and Lucy (b. 1917).

W. B. DICKS. 
The CWGC lists a W and a WB Dicks. The latter is listed as William Benjamin Dicks and FindMyPast gives Portsmouth as the birthplace for this man. Both sources agree that he died on 01/07/1918 aged 20. He was a Private (No. 33184) in the Bedfordshire Regiment. There is no WB Dicks on the Guildhall Cenotaph but there is a BW Dicks.  He is remembered on the Pozieres Memorial and has no known grave.  He was the son of the late Benjamin Henry and Henrietta Dicks. (In the 1901 Census he is recorded as being aged 3 years, living with g/mother Elizabeth McCormack, 7 Carvers Court, Portsmouth.) Commemoration in The Evening News gives his name as William

T. EARL. The CWGC lists 11 men named Earl with the first name initial T, none of whom appear to have any obvious connection with Portsmouth. The National Roll Vol. X (Portsmouth), page 292 lists GT Earl as having died at the Battle of Jutland. The CWGC lists George Thomas Earl as having died on 31/05/1916 aged 42. He was a Leading Seaman (No. 173517) of the Royal Navy aboard HMS Shark. The Guildhall Cenotaph & Portsmouth Naval Memorial both record the name of GT Earl. He has no known grave. He was the son of William and Alice Earl of Portsmouth and  husband of Annie Louisa Earl, of 40, Guildford Rd., Fratton, Portsmouth. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as just Thomas.

J. FORSTER. The CWGC lists 75 men named Forster whose first name begins with ‘J’. There are no UK citizens with any apparent connection with Portsmouth but there is one listed as Canadian who is recorded as being the brother of Mrs Ada Mary Lawes of 11 Crown Court, Gunwharf Road, Old Portsmouth (Ada Mary Forster married Ernest Lawes on February 18th 1918 at St Thomas’s church). He is Jack Forster, Bombadier (No. 86423) in the Canadian Field Artillery. He died on 27/09/1918 and is buried at Sains-Le-Marquions Cemetery, Pas de Calais. Neither the Guildhall Cenotaph nor any other memorial in Portsmouth (apart from the Cathedral Cross) names anyone with the name Forster. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as Jack. 1901 Census lists Fred and Sarah (born Portsmouth) Forster of Morpeth Northumberland with children John (16) and Ada (7). Jack was therefore properly John and died aged 33. Birth cert. of Ada, b. September 1893, Morpeth.
W. FRANCIS. 
The CWGC lists nearly 90 men named Francis whose first name begins with ‘W’. None of them appears to have any connection with Portsmouth, but one did have a wife in Gosport. He was William Stephen Francis who died on 17/04/1916 aged 25 years. He was a Lance Serjeant (No. 14219) with the Hampshire Regiment and is buried in Bethune Town Cemetery, Pas De Calais. He is mentioned on the Guildhall Cenotaph and in the Evening News where a tribute was placed by his wife Daisy Francis, of 41, High St., Gosport, Hants. William was born in Alverstoke. Birth Certificate for William Stephen shows birth 1892, Alverstoke. [Marriage certificate for William Stephen Francis and Edith M. Gillard in 1913.] 1901 Census, William and Rhoda Francis, 14 Westfield Road, Gosport with son William aged 9. Parents names confirmed by Evening News tribute when they were living at 26 Tintern Road Gosport.
J. G. GILES. The CWGC lists three men named JG GILES, all called John George. The National Roll, (p87) lists JG Giles of the Hampshire Regiment who died on 16/08/1915. One of those on the CWGC list was a Private (No. 34225) with the Hampshire Regiment who died on 16/08/1917, which is the more authoritative source. Giles is named on the Cenotaph & Tyne Cot Memorial. He has no known grave. The 1901 Census lists John as the son of William and Eliza Giles of 7 Oyster Street, Old Portsmouth whilst the National Roll records him living at 2 Hay Street, Portsea. He married Margaret Ward in 1913.

T. GILLIGAN.
The CWGC lists 3 men named T Gilligan (all Thomas). They belonged respectively to the Royal Irish Fusiliers, the Canadian Infantry and the Machine Gun Corps. The name of Gilligan does not appear on any other memorial in Portsmouth apart from the Cathedral Cross. The man from the Canadian Infantry had parents in Leeds so is unlikely to be our man. There are currently no other clues to enable us to identify the correct man.
W. A. GILLINGHAM M.M. The CWGC lists only one suitable man. He is William Albert Gillingham M.M., Serjeant (No. 7469), Royal Berkshire Regiment, who died on 20/04/1918 at the age of 33. He is listed on the Cenotaph and is buried at Crucifix Corner Cemetery, Villers Bretonneux. He was the son of Rebecca L. Gillingham, of 23, Lombard St., Old Portsmouth and the late Albert J. Gillingham. He was a resident of Maidenhead but still has a listing in the National Roll for Portsmouth (p87). The citation reads “He was mobilised in August 1914 and was engaged on important duties with his unit until September 1917 when he was drafted to the Western Front. Whilst there he took part in many important engagements and was unfortunately killed in action during the Retreat in 1918. He was awarded the Military Medal for Bravery in the Field and was also entitled to the General Service and Victory medals. 23 Lombard Street.”

A. GILLINGHAM. The CWGC lists 3 men by this name. The National Roll places an A. Gillingham in the Hampshire Regiment which fits one of these men and he was a Private (No. 13997) who died on 03/09/1916 aged 28. He is listed on the Cenotaph and is buried at  Ancre British Cemetery, Beaumont-Hamel. The first Parish Magazine list and 1901 Census reveal his first name to be Arthur, the son of Rebecca L. Gillingham, of 23, Lombard St., Old Portsmouth and the late Albert J. Gillingham. He is listed in the National Roll (p87) alongside his two brothers. The citation reads, “Volunteering in September 1914 he was engaged on important duties with his unit until February 1916 when he was sent to France and took part in numerous engagements. He fell fighting bravely at the Battle of the Somme on September 3rd 1916 and was entitled to the General Service and Victory medals. 23 Lombard Street, Portsmouth.

A. G. GILLMAN, M.C. The CWGC lists only one Gillman who was awarded the MC. He was Angus George Gillman, a Major in the Royal Field Artillery who died on 29/04/1917 at the age of 34. He is listed on the Cenotaph and is buried at Ecoivres Military Cemetery, Mont-St Eloi. He was the son of William and Maud Gillman, of Portsmouth. In Kelly’s 1912 Directory William Gillman is shown as a JP living at 47 Clarence Parade, Southsea. William and Maud Gillman paid for a separate memorial to their son in the form of a reredos and lancet window in St Thomas’s. The memorial was dedicated on 29th February 1920. The brass plaque attached to the reredos is still in the Cathedral Gallery.

R. L. GOOCH.  The CWGC lists no man named Gooch with a first name beginning with ‘R’. The first Parish Magazine list though gives his name as Robert Lewis Gooch. From various sources a boy, aged 3 (b1897) named Robert Lewis Gooch was located living in Buckland, Portsmouth in 1901. The National Archives website has a record of a Robert Lewis Gooch as a Corporal in the RMLI and there is a CWGC record of a Corporal PL Gooch (No. PLY/16852) of the RMLI who died on 25/08/1918 aged 21.  RL Gooch is named on the Cenotaph and he is buried at Bucquoy Communal Cemetery,  Pas De Calais. He was the son of Nathan and Ellen Gooch, of South Street, Buckland. His death is remembered in the October 1918 edition of the Parish Magazine. A Robert Gooch was living at Floating Bridge House in 1915 (Electoral Roll) – a possible relation of Robert. On September 7th 1918 The Evening News carried this notice – “GOOCH. In loving memory of Robert Lewis, Corp. R.M.L.I., eldest beloved son of Ellen and Robert 

Gooch, Union Tavern, Point, who died of wounds in hospital in France on Aug. 25th. aged 2? years.   Loved by all. One of the best.   From his mum, dad, brothers and sister and his sweetheart, May.”

 

C. G. HAWKINS. The CWGC lists only man by this name. He is Charles George Hawkins, Petty Officer (No. 192754),
Royal Navy, HMS Queen Mary, who died on 31/05/1916 aged 38 years at the Battle of Jutland. He is remembered on the Cenotaph & Portsmouth Naval Memorial. He has no known grave. He was the husband of Elizabeth Hawkins, of 86, Frederick St., Portsea, Portsmouth. Charles is listed in the National Roll (p102, as CJ Hawkins). The citation reads, “Already serving in August 1914 he was posted to HMS Queen Mary and after taking part in the Battles of Heligoland Bight and the Dogger Bank was unfortunately killed in action at Jutland when the Queen Mary sank on May 31st 1916. He was entitled to the 1914-1915 Star and the General Service and Victory medals. 69 Frederick Street. Portsea.”

W. T. HENWOOD. The CWGC lists two men with these initials but only one has a connection with Portsmouth. Located a family named Henwood at 2 Oyster St., Old Portsmouth (in 1901Census). This showed a boy William Thomas aged 6. 1894 birth record confirms this. William was a Rifleman (No. S/14313) in the Rifle Brigade (The Prince Consort's Own)  2nd Battalion. He died on 05/05/1916 aged 22 years, named on the Cenotaph and is buried at Becourt Military Cemetery, Becordel-Becourt. He was the son of Mrs. E. A. Henwood, of 3, Frederick St., Portsea & the late Edward Henwood of 2 Oyster St., Old Portsmouth. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as William John, but this had changed to WT in the second list.

J. W. HUDSON. The CWGC lists 18 men with the name JW Hudson. The Army List has a James William Hudson, born Portsmouth, residence Landport, killed in action 15/09/1916. The CWGC record has a JW Hudson who died on 15/09/1916. He was James William Hudson, Private (No. 
20612), Hampshire Regiment. He is remembered on the Cenotaph & the Thiepval Memorial. He has no known grave. The 1901 Census shows a George and Hester Hudson living at 10 Camber Alley, Old Portsmouth with a son William J. aged 5 years. The CWGC have no reference to a WJ Hudson with a Portsmouth connection. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as James William.

A. J. HUGGETT. The CWGC lists Alfred James Huggett, Private (No. 315044), Hampshire Regiment, died 03/09/1916 aged 35 years. He is remembered on the Cenotaph & Thiepval Memorial. He has no known grave. He was the husband of Rose Ellen Huggett, of 5, Bateman's Alley, Portsea, Portsmouth. They had two children, Alfred (b. 1914) and George (b. 1915). His entry in the National Roll (page 113) reads, “He volunteered in September 1914 and in the following March was drafted to the Western Front where he saw much heavy fighting. Unforunately he was killed in action on the Somme on September 3rd 1916 and was entitled to the 1914-15 Star and the General Service and Victory Medals”.

H. P. INNES.  The CWGC list only one such name and that is Henry Pembroke Innes, Private
(No. 290949), Devonshire Regiment, but make no reference to Portsmouth.The 1891 Census places him at 41 High Street (The Dolphin Hotel), Portsmouth with his parents James and Grace Innes and notes that he was born in Islington. Kelly’s Directory for 1911 shows James Innes still at 41 High Street. Henry died on 27/05/1918 aged 39 years and is remembered on the Cenotaph & Soissons Memorial.

J. KANAVAN. The CWGC list only one man with this name. He is James Kanavan and he’s described as a Blacksmith (Pensioner), (No. 151358), Royal Navy, HMS Bayano. He died on 11/03/1915 aged 55yrs and is remembered on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial. He has no known grave. James was the son of Rebecca Kanavan of Liverpool. Census records from 1861, when he was 2 years old, to 1901 show him living in Liverpool.  The losses on HMS Bayano are discussed on the Great War Forum website and one of the contributors has provided the following information. “James Kanavan, my grandfather, was born in Liverpool, but his mother had been born in Portsmouth. He was a blacksmith in the RN. He married Fanny Sinclair in 1902 at St 

Thomas', Portsmouth. They had four children in Portsmouth, of whom one was my mother. James retired from the RN to become a customs officer in Liverpool. Their last and fifth child was born there in 1913. Fanny died in childbirth; James was called back to the RN in July 1914 as a pensioner and went down with his ship in March 1915 leaving five orphans. An aunt took the children back to Portsmouth and brought them up there. The sister of Captain Kelly (who went on to become Admiral of the Fleet), and who herself was made a Dame, helped the family in a number of ways, especially helping my mother go to Portsmouth Grammar School and then college. James' and Fanny's son James Sinclair Kanavan became a CPO in the RN and went down with his ship HMS Bonaventure in March 1941. I was born a few months later and am Sinclair James Albert Kanavan Rogers in memory of the Kanavans and my father's brother who died in the first world war.”

W. E. KENT. The CWGC list five men named WE Kent but none of them have any obvious connection with Portsmouth. They also list 23 names as W Kent, but none of them have any apparent Portsmouth connection either. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as William Edward and the 1901 Census shows a family named Kent living in St Mary’s Ward at 22 Matrimony Street. They were Thomas and Emma Kent and a son William E, aged 8.The Army List has a William Kent residing in Southsea and serving with the Hampshire Regiment. Between that and one of the CWGC entries Kent is shown to have been Lance Serjeant  (No. 12948) in the Hampshire Regiment and to have died on 02/11/1917 aged 24 years, in Palestine. He is buried in the Gaza War Cemetery and remembered on the Guildhall Cenotaph. Kent married Mary Alice Bennett in 1905 and had at least one child, Frederick (b. 1912).

C. KITCHINGHAM. The CWGC lists only one such name. He is Charles Kitchingham who was a Private (No. 36984) in the Wellington Regiment, N.Z.E.F. He died on 11/07/1917 at the age of 37 years and is buried in the Motor Car Corner Cemetery, Hainaut, Belgium. He is named on the Guildhall Cenotaph.  The 1901 Census has a Kitchingham Family living at Great Salterns on Portsea Island where the father William is a carter on the farm there. His wife Frances is living with him as as are sons Charles, William and James. Charles is also a carter and is aged 19. Charles must have emigrated to New Zealand before the start of WW1 as the CWGC actually record his nationality as a New Zealander. In Memorium, Evening News, sponsored by Will and Jim Kitchingham for their brother Charles.

T. H. KITCHINGHAM. The CWGC list only one such name. He is Thomas Henry Kitchingham who was a Private (No. PO/16658) in the Royal Marine Light Infantry, HMS Viknor. He died when the Viknor sank with all hands off the NW Coast of Ireland on 13/01/1915. He was 18 years old. His name appears on the Cenotaph and the Portsmouth Naval Memorial. He has no known grave. The 1901 Census shows Thomas, aged 5 years living with his parents William and Annie Kitchingham, in Newcombe Road, Fratton. (Note: Thomas is not directly related to Charles, above)

H. C. S. LOADER. The CWGC list only one such name. He is Harold Charles Sidney Loader, Private (No. 44190),
Worcestershire Regiment who died on 05/05/1918 aged 19. He is buried in the Belgian Battery Corner Cemetery, South West of the town of Ieper and is remembered on the Guildhall Cenotaph. He is recorded as being the son of the late William and Mary Loader (nee Colley), of Southfields, London. They married in Portsmouth in 1893. Harold lived with them in Birmingham until both parents died within a short space of each other when he was aged 12 or 13 when he moved to live with relatives in Broad Street, Old Portsmouth. The relatives were probably an aunt and uncle, John Barron and Clara (nee Colley). In 1871 Clara and Mary Colley, aged 8 and 1 respectively  were living in Portsmouth and also again in 1881. Harold’s date of birth was 2nd September 1898. In Memorium, Evening News, C and J Barron living at 3 Lombard Street.

F. LOCKE. The CWGC lists 15 men named Locke with a first initial ‘F’ none of which display an obvious connection with Portsmouth. (The following is doubtful: The 1891 Census shows a family named Locke living at 36 St Leonards St., St Mary's, Portsmouth. The family consisted of Thomas and Mary Locke and a son Frank, aged 16).A copy Death Certificate identifies Frank Locke as having been a Leading Stoker (No. K/4691) on board HMS Tipperary at the Battle of Jutland where he died aged 41 on 01/06/1916.  He is listed on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial. Now confirmed by Evening News tribute
J. MALLEY. The CWGC lists 15 men named J. Malley, but only one has a direct connection with Portsmouth. He is James Malley,  Private (No. 487) with the 17th Lancers (Duke of Cambridge's Own) who died 09/08/1918 aged 33 years. He is buried at the Mont Huon Military Cemetery, Le Treport and is named on the Cenotaph. He is the son of James and Martha Malley, of 13 (No 11 in 1915) Warblington St.  Old Portsmouth (1901 Census).

J. MARKS. The CWGC lists 29 men with this name, none of whom display an obvious connection with Portsmouth. Soldiers Died identifies Joseph Marks who was born in Birr, Kings Co. Ireland, resident in Portsmouth and served with the Devonshire Regiment as Private (No. 5290) and who died on 18/12/1914, aged 29, and is named on Le Touret Memorial, Pas De Calais. No further information about the Portsmouth connection is available.
G. MATTHEWS.  The CWGC lists the names of 82 men with this name. The Cenotaph lists GS Matthews (Army section) as the only Matthews with an initial G. The CWGC lists only 2 GS Matthews, neither of whom appear to have a connection with Portsmouth, but one is a Navy man from London and is therefore probably excluded. The other is George Samuel Matthews, Private (No. 14047), Royal Fusiliers who died on 19/09/1915 aged 19. He is buried at the R.E. Farm Cemetery, Heuvelland, Belgium. The Army List confirms George Samuel Matthews was resident in Southsea and the Birth register shows him born in Alverstoke in 1896. The 1901 Census shows an extended Matthews family living at Ethel Road, St Mary's which included Isaac Matthews and a nephew George who was aged 5 and was born in Gosport. The name Matthews appears on neither of the Parish Magazine lists.

S. MEADE. The CWGC lists only one man with this name and he is Canadian with no connection to Portsmouth. The Cenotaph lists nobody by the name S. Meade, but does list a man named S. Meades. The CWGC lists two men named S Meades and one of them has a close Portsmouth connection. He is Stanley Meades, Able Seaman (No. 180557), Royal Navy, HMS Princess Irene, who died on 27/05/1915 aged 36. He was the son of William James and Martha Meades, of 11, Exmouth Rd., Southsea. Stanley was killed when HMS Princess Irene exploded without warning whilst she was lying peacefully at anchor off Sheerness. His body was not recovered and so he is named on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as Stanley Meades but the final ‘s’ was dropped for the second list. (There was also a James Meades living at 3 Battery Row in 1913)

A. L. L. MEAR. The CWGC lists only one Mear and that is Arthur Louis Mear, Private (No. 3/6347) Dorsetshire Regiment, who died on 13/10/1914. His name appears on the Cenotaph and Le Touret Memorial. The 1901 Census has an Arthur L. Mear aged 9 living at 10 Sun St., Portsea with his parents William J and Alice. The National Roll (page 153) gives the following citation, “He was mobilised at the outbreak of hostilities and was almost immediately drafted to France where he took part in the Retreat from Mons. He died gloriously on the field of battle at La Bassee on October 1914 and was entitled to the Mons Star and the General Service and Victory medals. 64, Timpson Rd. Landport”. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as Arthur Louis Leopold Mear.

W. W. MELVILLE. The CWGC lists only one person by this name and he is William Woodfall Melville, Lieutenant, Kings Royal Rifle Corps who died 09/05/1915 aged 38. He is not named on the Cenotaph or on any other Portsmouth memorial apart from the Cathedral Cross. He is however remembered on the Le Touret Memorial and is included in the first Parish Magazine list. The CWGC states that he was "Son of the late Robert Melville (County Court Judge of Hereford and Shropshire), and the late Mrs. Melville, of Hartfield Grove, Sussex; husband of Violet S. Melville, of Maypool, Galmpton, Brixham, Devon.” The 1901 Census shows Williams mother Agnes visiting friends in Southsea Terrace and her death certificate shows she died, aged 73, in Portsmouth in 1920.
F. MERRITT. The CWGC lists 13 men with this name but none display any obvious connection with Portsmouth. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as Frederick Merritt. 11 of the 13 CWGC names are Fred or Frederick. The Cenotaph lists no one by this name. Both 1891 and 1901 Censuses give a Frederick Lewis Merritt b. 1890 living at 434 Commercial Road
F. L. MITCHELL. The CWGC lists 114 men with this name. Identified Frederick Lawrance Mitchell, died: 20/11/1914, aged 21 years. Sergeant (No. 9354), Leinster Regiment. Buried Strand Military Cemetery. Son of Henry and Caroline (Carrie) Matilda Mitchell, of 128, High St. (Leinster House in The News), Portsmouth. Frederick’s name appears on the first Parish Magazine list as “not identified” despite his parents living very close by; however this was rectified in time for the second list.

G. MOORE. The CWGC list 175 men with this name. Only one has a definite link with Portsmouth. He is George Moore, Stoker 1st Class
(No. K/20434), Royal Navy, HMS Invincible. George died on 31/05/1916 at the Battle of Jutland and his name appears on the Cenotaph & Portsmouth Naval Memorial. He has no known grave. He was the son of Alfred and Catherine Moore, of 24, Lombard St., Portsmouth. The National Roll (page 159) contains a citation for G. Moore as follows: “He enlisted in September 1912 and was sent on board HMS Invincible to the North Sea. After playing a prominent role in the Battle of Heligoland Bight, he was unfortunately killed in action at the Battle of Jutland on May 31st 1916 when HMS Invincible was sunk. He was entitled to the 1914-15 Star and the General Service and Victory medals.”

H. C. MOORE.  The CWGC lists 195 men with this name. A listing in the National Roll (page 159) identifies this man as Private H.C.Moore (No. 281485) of the 1/6th Hampshire Regiment who died on 27/12/1918. He is buried at the Baghdad (North Gate) War Cemetery and is remembered on the Cenotaph. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as Henry Charles Moore. The Birth’s register shows a Henry Charles Moore, the son of George and Ellen (nee Knighton) of 1 Harbin's Yard, East Street, Portsmouth, born on 22 Feb. 1897. The 1901 Census confirms this family at that address. The National Roll citation reads as follows: “Volunteering in November 1915, he was sent to India three months later and engaged on important garrison duties there until February 1917. He was then sent to Mesopotamia, served through the advance along the Tigris and was present at the occupation of Mosul. He unfortunately died on December 27th 1918 and was entitled to the General Service and Victory medals. 12 Lombard Street .”

A. W. MOREY.  The CWGC records identify Arthur William Morey, Rifleman (No. 6475), London Regiment (City of London Rifles) who died on 08/10/1916 at the age of 20 years. He is remembered on the Cenotaph & Thiepval Memorial. He has no known grave. Arthur was the son of Albert Thomas and Kathleen Eliza Morey, of 26 Bailey Rd., Southsea, Hants.

F. M. A. NELDER. The CWGC identifies Frank Mitchelmore Aldridge, Lance Corporal (No. 15395), The King's (Liverpool Regiment) who died on 11/02/1919 aged 34 years. He is buried in Liverpool (Anfield) Cemetery and his name appears on the Cenotaph, and the Portsmouth and Southern Grammar School WW1 Memorials. He was son of George and Jane Nelder, of Portsmouth; husband of Gertrude Nelder, of Stanley Park Avenue, Liverpool. His name does not appear on the first Parish Magazine list but does on the second. A commemoration in the Evening News of 12/2/1919 says he died of pneumonia at the University War Hospital, Southampton after 3½ years service in France.

G. C. A. NELDER. The CWGC identifies Gordon Clarke Aldridge, 2nd Lt.
Hampshire Regiment who died 06/08/1915 aged 25 years. He is remembered on the Cenotaph, the Portsmouth Grammar School WW1 Memorial,  the Helles Memorial & in Corpus Christi Church
. He was son of George and Jane Nelder, of 28 Lion Terrace, Portsea, Portsmouth, (1901 Census). His name appears on the first Parish Magazine list as “not identified” but this was corrected in time to be included on the second list.

A. NORTH. The CWGC lists 67 men with this name. The National Roll (p168) lists A North as a member of the Wiltshire Regiment and the Army List identifies Albert Thomas North, Private
(No. 47900), the Wiltshire Regiment who died on 19/10/1918 aged 35 years. He is buried in 
St Aubert British Cemetery and is remembered on the Cenotaph. He was the husband of Elizabeth (nee Foster), of 44, Bishop St., Portsea, Portsmouth (m. 1905). Son of Albert and Maria North, 10 Oyster St (1901 Census). The National Roll citation reads, “He joined in November 1916, and after completing his training was retained on special duties in England.  In July 1918 he sailed for France, and during the fierce fighting at Cambrai was killed in action on October 19th. 1918.  He was entitled to the General Service and Victory Medals. 86, Frederick St. Portsea.” His name does not appear on the first Parish Magazine list. A notice in the Evening News of 11th November 1918 records that North had worked for Brickwoods Brewery for 19 years.

A. J. PANNELL. The CWGC lists 6 men named Pannell with initial letter ‘A’, but only one is listed as ‘AJ’. He is Alfred John Pannell, Sapper (No. 222960), Royal Engineers who died on 21/03/1918 aged 38 years. He is named on the Cenotaph & Arras Memorial. He was the son of Thomas and Martha Pannell; husband of Maria Parmell, of 14, Gunwharf Rd., Portsmouth. The 1915 Electoral Roll places him at 14 Crown St.

W. PARHAM. The CWGC lists 4 men with this name. None of them have any apparent connection with Portsmouth but one, Winter Parham, came from Emsworth. He was Lance Corporal (No. 22031), of the Royal Berkshire Regiment who died on 28/11/1918 aged 28. He is buried in Havant and Waterlooville Cemetery, was the son of George and Ellen Parham, of Emsworth, Hants; husband of Kate Winnifred Parham, of Bungalow, Railway Gates, Bedhampton, Havant. He had a brother George who also lost his life. As he’s not mentioned it seems unlikely that this is our man. The name Parham appears on neither of the Parish Magazine lists. This is not a positive identification. There is also a William Parham born Alverstoke, Gosport in1894 and another William Parham aged 12 at the 1901 census living in St Vincent St. Portsea.
A. PETRACCA. The CWGC identifies AJ Petracca, Serjeant (No. T/16178), Army Service Corps who died 01/03/1917 in Castle Auxillery Hospital, Ryde after a long illness contracted while on active service in France. He is buried in Ryde Borough Cemetery and is named on the Guildhall Cenotaph. The CWGC gives his age at death as 36 whereas a commemoration by his family published in the Evening News gives it as 34. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as Albert and findmypast.com identifies an Albert John Petracca. A descendant of the Petracca family says our man was known as Bertie and indeed the 1891 Census mentions Bertie as son of Antonio and Josephine Petracca of 17 Broad St. Portsmouth whereas there is no record of Albert John. A second commemoration in the Evening News refers to him as Bert. Kelly’s (1913) lists Antonio as a shopkeeper.

W. H. PICKETTS. The CWGC lists no one by this name but does identify a man by the name of William Henry Pickets. He was a Private (No. 21063) in the Royal Fusiliers who died on 01/03/1917 aged 26 years. He is buried in Avesnes-le-Comte Communal Cemetery and is named on the Cenotaph. The 1901 Census shows Frederick and Ellen Picketts (sic) living in 11 Penny Street, Old Portsmouth with their 10 year old son William Hy. References to the family name vary in their spelling between Pickets and Picketts. The evidence from the 1901 Census should probably be ignored as the information would have been compiled by a clerk writing what he thought he heard. The Army List spells the name Pickets whereas the Parish Magazine lists both spell it Picketts. His birth and Marriage certificates spell it with one ‘t’. William married Alice Creamer in 1916. In March 2009 we were contacted by Susan McAndrew whose mother Mrs. Caroline Triggs (nee Pickets) was the neice of William Pickets. She confirms that the name was spelt with one ‘t’. She also referred to the Royal Fusiliers War Diaries which are kept at the National Archives in Kew. In the entries leading to 27/28 February 1917, the author, Captain Dennis Carlton Royle MC 4th Btn on behalf of  8th Btn CO (who in turn was killed on 21 Aug 1918), reports that  "Formed working parties for the Royal Engineers… Two other ranks killed and Three wounded”. As there are no other reports of deaths or injuries at that time, Pickets must have been one of those wounded and then died the following day.

G. POWELL. The CWGC lists 76 men with this name, none with any obvious connection to Portsmouth. Neither Parish Magazine list contains this name. The Army List names a George Powell who was born in Portsmouth and enlisted in Portsmouth (in the Portsmouth Battalion. He was a  Private (No. 44295) in the Worcestershire Regiment and died on 29/09/1918. He is buried in the Pigeon Ravine Cemetery, Epehy and is named on the Cenotaph. Information received from a family member confirms the identification adding that George was born in 1877 (ie he died aged 41); his parents were Daniel and Lucy and he worked as a cellarman. He married Henrietta Mary Page on 12/10/1901. They lived at 1a Penny Street, Old Portsmouth from 1911-1920.
W. F. REYNOLDS. The CWGC lists 130 men with this name but only one has a defined Portsmouth connection. He is William Frederick Reynolds, Corporal (No. 28703), Royal Garrison Artillery who died on 01/10/1917 aged 34 years and is buried in Bleuet Farm Cemetery, Ieper, Belgium. He is named on the Cenotaph and was husband of Priscilla Reynolds, of 29, St. Thomas's St., Portsmouth. He has an entry in the National Roll (p355) which reads; “Volunteering in 1914, he crossed in the same year to France and whilst there fought in many notable battles, including those of Vimy Ridge, the Somme and Messines. He was unfortunately killed in action at the battle of Ypres, and was entitled to the 1914 Star and the General Service and Victory medals. 5 Vernon Road Copnor.” The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as William J. Reynolds, but this is corrected to William F. on the second list. A commemoration in the Evening News confirms his name as “Bill” but gives the date of death as 23rd September 1917.

G. C. RICHARDS. The CWGC lists 74 men with the surname Richards and the first initial ‘G’, but only one with the initials ‘GC’. He was George Charles Richards, Able Seaman (No. 229696), Royal Navy, HMS Bulwark who died on 26/11/1914 aged 27 years when HMS Bulwark was destroyed in a magazine explosion at Sheerness. He is named on the Cenotaph & Portsmouth Naval Memorial. He has no known grave. He was the son of Henry Weston Richards and Emma J. S. Richards, of 72, Folkestone Rd., Copnor, Portsmouth; husband of Ellen Richards. There was a George Richards living at 27 Oyster St in 1915 (Electoral Roll).

A. ROLES. The CWGC list three men named Roles with a first initial ‘A’. None of them have an obvious Portsmouth connection. The National Roll (p196) lists an AE Roles of the Hampshire Regiment living at 50 Highbury Street. This fits with just one of the CWGC entries. The 1901 Census shows a family named Roles living at 50 Highbury St. with an 8 year old son “Arthur”. Birth Register for 29th November 1892 gives the name as Albert Edward (born in 42 Durham St., Landport). The parents are James and Annie in both cases. The early censuses often mis-spelt first names. He was a Private (No.15471) in the Hampshire Regiment who died on 16/09/1917 and is buried in Voormezeele Enclosures at Ieper, Belgium. He is named on the Cenotaph. The National Roll entry reads: “He volunteered in February 1915 and after a period of training was eventually drafted to France in April 1916. He took part in the Battles of the Somme where he was wounded in action, Arras and Passchaendale. On September 16th 1917 he laid down his life for King and Country and was entitled to the General Service and Victory medals. 50 Highbury St. Old Portsmouth.” Kelly’s (1913) confirms address. A commemoration in the Evening News confirms the name as Albert and that he died aged 24 years 10 months.

W. H. ROY. The CWGC list 11 men named Roy with the initial ‘W’, but only 2 with the initials ‘WH’. One of them is William Henry Roy, Chief Yeoman of Signals
(No. 185294), Royal Navy, HMS Chester who died on 31/05/1916 aged 38 years during the Battle of Jutland. He is named on the Cenotaph & Portsmouth Naval Memorial & Chester Cathedral. He has no known grave.
William was the son of William and Georgina Roy of Clerkenwell, London and husband of Eleanor C. Roy (m.1903), of 53, Bramshott Rd., Southsea, Portsmouth."

C. E. SAWYER. The CWGC lists three men with this name and initials. One lived in London and one in Gibraltar. This left Charles Edward Sawyer, Trimmer, (No. 6827TS), R.N. Reserve, H.M. Trawler ‘James Seckar’ who died on 25/09/1917 aged 36 years. He is named on the Cenotaph & Portsmouth Naval Memorial. He has no known grave.Charles was the son of William and Hannah Sawyer, of 19 Lombard Street, Old Portsmouth (1901 Census). Kelly’s (1913) has a William Sawyer at 83 St Thomas’s Street.

R. SHEPHERD. The CWGC lists 34 men named Shepherd with first initial ‘R’. Two of them have a connection with Portsmouth, one being from Buckland (National Roll, p207, 14th Bn. Hampshire Regiment, died 03/09/1916 and address 15 School Lane, Sultan Road) and the other from Southsea. The latter was Robert Shepherd, Private (No. 7921), 2nd Bn. Hampshire Regiment who died on 07/06/1915 aged 25 years. He is buried in the Lancashire Landing Cemetery in Turkey and is remembered on the Cenotaph. Robert was the son of Henry Shepherd, of 14, St. Paul's Square, Southsea, and the late Anne Shepherd. The first Parish Magazine list gives his name as Robert. This second possibility is thought to be the most likely as his family home was only a 100 yds from the Parish of St. Thomas’s whereas Buckland is a couple of miles further away.
R. C. SLADE-BAKER. The CWGC lists only one man by this. He was Robert Cunynghame Slade-Baker,  Lieutenant, Royal Berkshire Regiment who died on 19/08/1917 and is buried at Beuvry Communal Cemetery Extension, Pas De Calais. His name does not appear on the Cenotaph, but does on the WW1 Memorial outside St Judes Church on Kent Road, Southsea. Robert was the son of Brig. Gen. Arthur Slade Baker (Officer commanding the Gunwharf 1914-15) and his (invalid) American wife Caroline Fisher, of Peans Wood, Robertsbridge, Sussex. Contributors to the Great War Forum supplied evidence that Robert’s father was living in Southsea when his brother arthur applied to join Marlborough College and that Mrs Slade-Baker was living at Broadlands, Grove Road (South) Southsea around November 1917 when she was collecting "Chintz bags for the wounded" – to collect together the treasures/letters/pay book/photos etc of the wounded so they could be kept together and transported with them when they were moved to other hospitals. Stephen Pomeroy’s website provides evidence that Broadlands was actually No. 7 Grove Road South, Southsea. The Parish Magazine also recognises Mrs Slade-Baker who was packing parcels for Prisoners of War at the Soldiers Institute and also helped at the church arranging flowers etc. Finally a plaque that used to be in the Garrison church but which was removed following the bombing there commemorated Robert along with Josephine Price Heap of Cincinatti, his grandmother. In “Portsmouth and the Great War” Mrs Slade-Baker is recorded as being central to the establishment of a small Red Cross hospital in the town. The book goes on to suggest that Broadlands was an empty house donated by a Mr Dimmer of Cheltenham for use of the Red Cross rather than the Slade-Baker’s residence.
W. J. T. SPERRING. The CWGC identifies Walter John Thomas Sperring, Private (No. 13922)
Hampshire Regiment, who died on 09/08/1916  aged 21 years and is buried at Potijze Chateau Wood Cemetery, Ieper, Belgium. He is named on the Cenotaph. Walter was the eldest son of Walter J. T. and Mary J. Sperring, of 10, East St. Point, Portsmouth.

W. E. STONE. The CWGC list 135 men named Stone with first initial ‘W’ and 6 with initials ‘WE’. One of these is William Edward Stone, Private
 (no. 29751), Hampshire Regiment who died on 21/10/1917 aged 23 years. He is buried at Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Poperinge, Belgium. He is named on the Cenotaph and was the son of Mrs. G. Stone, of 3, Hampton Court, St. Thomas's St., Portsmouth.

J. F. SUTCLIFFE. The CWGC lists 37 men named Sutcliffe with the first initial ‘J’ and only 2 named ‘JF’. One of the latter was a member of the Durham Light Infantry and had a home in Bradshaw. He has therefore been discounted as the name on the Cross. The other is James Frederick Sutcliffe, Lieutenant, Royal Marine Light Infantry (Portsmouth Bn.) who died on 14/07/1915 and is remembered on the Helles Memorial, Turkey. His name appears on no other memorial in Portsmouth apart from the Cathedral Cross but the Parish Magazine list gives his name as James F. on the first list, albeit under the “not identified” tag, and J.F. on the second list. However, the Parish Magazine edition of  Aug.1915 reports that “Lieutenant James Frederick Sutcliffe, R.M.L.I. Portsmouth Battalion, was killed in the Dardanelles on or about July 13 and 14. His death will be a great loss to St. Thomas' choir. We were proud of him when he obtained his commission from warrant rank since the outbreak of the war.  Our deepest sympathy goes out to his relations in Gosport.” Birth registers show him as born in 1877 in Medway, Kent, the son of James and Alice Sutcliffe. The 1881 and 1891 Censuses record the family living in London though the mother died in 1890. Marriage records show he married Gladys Mills in 1912 in Portsmouth whilst birth records show them having a son James in 1914 whilst they were living in Alverstoke. Father was in the Royal Marines so it seems likely that the son followed the family tradition.
V. A. SYKES. The CWGC lists 5 men named Sykes with an initial ‘V’ but only one with the initials ‘VA’. He was Vincent Archibald Sykes, Gunner (Whlr.),
(No. 9850), 1st (Hong Kong and Singapore) Mountain Bty, Royal Garrison Artillery who died on 20/05/1917 and is buried in the Kantara War Memorial Cemetery (Egypt). He is also named on the Cenotaph. Census records have revealed no man by the name of Vincent Archibald Sykes in connection with Portsmouth, but there was a Vivian Archibald Sykes (b1882) living in West Ham in 1907 and a child named Alan Vivian A. Sykes born in Portsmouth in 1909 (Vivian Archibald’s father was named Alan). The 1915 Electoral Roll places Vivian Archibald Sykes at 1 Lombard Street, Old Portsmouth. Kelly’s (1913) lists him as a Beer Retailer.
J. TAIT. The CWGC lists 67 men named J. Tait. The National Roll (p225) includes J.J. Tait of the Bedfordshire Regiment and the Army List gives his name as John James Tait,  Private
(No. 34572) who died on 15/10/1917 aged 33 years. He is buried in Highland Road Cemetery and is remembered on the Cenotaph. He was the son of Edward Tait of 80 Highbury Street, Portsmouth. The National Roll citation reads,” He was called from the Reserve at outbreak of war in August 1914 and was retained on special duties at various stations in England, where he was engaged on the loading and unloading of ships with timber. He unfortunately died suddenly at Croyden on October 15th, 1917, after rendering valuable services.”

A. E. TILLEY D.C.M. The CWGC lists 21 men so named but the award of the DCM makes it simple to identify Alfred E Tilley, Serjeant (No. 74125), Royal Field Artillery who died on 11/11/1918 aged 31 years. He is buried in St Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen and is named on the Cenotaph. He was the son of Thomas Edward Tilley. The first Parish Magazine names him Alfred Ernest. Marriage records reveal that Thomas Edward Tilley married Fanny Farndell in Dec Qtr 1880 Portsea Island. In the 1881 Census Fanny Tilley ( aged 21 years and classed as a Seamans wife) is with her mother in law Eliza Tilley and family at 15, Warwick Street, Portsea. Thomas does not appear on that Census nor the following two, but Alfred E. Tilley does, living with his mother Fanny at 4 Elm Grove in 1891 and at 15 Cecil Grove in 1901. By 1915 he was at 10 Highbury Street (Electoral Roll).
H. J. TRUEMAN. The CWGC lists only one man by this name. He is Henry James Trueman, Leading Seaman (No. 219697), Royal Navy, HMS Broke who died on 31/05/1916 aged 29 years. He is named on the Cenotaph & Portsmouth Naval Memorial and was the son of James Henry and Fanny E. Trueman, of Portsmouth; husband of Mary A. S. Trueman (nee Plaskett – m. 1913), of 72, Clive Rd., Fratton, Portsmouth. They had at least one child Henry (b. 1915). Henry James Trueman’s name does not appear on either Parish Magazine list.

R. H. TURNER. The CWGC lists 12 men named RH Turner but only one has a Portsmouth connection. He was Robert Henry Turner, Lieutenant, 
Lincolnshire Regiment who died on 23/03/1918 aged 21 years. He is buried in the Dernancourt Communal Cemetery, the Somme. His name appears on the Cenotaph and on the Southern Grammar School Memorial. He was the son of Robert Henry Turner, M.A., Mus. Bac., F.R.C.O., and Elizabeth Adriana Cornelia Turner, of 69, Victoria Rd. North, Southsea, Portsmouth. The 1901 Census places the family, with Robert aged 3, in Pelham Road, Southsea.

D. UNDERDOWN. The CWGC lists only one man by this name. The Army List names him as David Underdown, Private (No. 41362), Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers who died on 14/07/1917 aged 28 years. He is buried at the Talana Farm Cemetery, Ieper, Belgium. He is named on the Cenotaph and on the All Saints WW1 Memorial. He was the son of Henry and Caroline Underdown of 36 East St., Old Portsmouth (1891 Census), 44 East Street (Kelly’s 1913). David, aged 12 living in Newport IoW (1901 Census). The 1915 Electoral Roll places him at 18 White Hart Road. He married Nellie Esther Webb in 1909. They had four children, Nellie (b. 1910), Albert (b. 1911), Hilda (b. 1914) and David (b. 1916).

J. J. V. WALDRON. The CWGC lists 17 men named J Waldron and none with the initials ‘JJV’. The Army List identifies James John Victor Waldron, Private (No. 41755), Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers who died on 10/08/1917 aged 19 years. He is buried in the Brandhoek New Military Cemetery, Ieper, Belgium. He is remembered on the Cenotaph and was the son of Samuel and Ellen Waldron, of 91 St Thomas’s St., Portsmouth. A commemoration in the Evening News says simply he “died of wounds”.

J. J. WELCH. The CWGC lists 64 men so named but only one has a close connection to Portsmouth. He is James John Welch, Colour Serjeant (No. PO/12543), Royal Marine Light Infantry (Portsmouth Divn.) who died on 28/07/1915 aged 27 years. He is buried at the Alexandria (Chatby) Military Cemetery and named on the Cenotaph. He was the son of Kate Welch, of 19, Carlyle Rd., Gosport, Hants, and the late William Welch. He was born in Portsmouth. His name does not appear on the first Parish Magazine list but does on the second. The Parish Magazine of Sept. 1918 reports that he “Died of wounds at Alexandria, Colour-Sergeant J.J. Welch, R.M.L.I. (and formerly a member of our 

Choir).”

J. L. WELLESLEY-MILLER. The CWGC identifies this man as John Leslie Wellesley-Miller, 2nd Lt. The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) who died on 15/09/1916 aged 18 years. He is buried in the Guillemont Road Cemetery, Guillemont, but is remembered on no other WW1 Memorial in Portsmouth apart from the Cathedral Cross. He was the son of Edith Wellesley-Miller, of "Hadley Dene," 24, Bedfordwell Rd., Eastbourne, and the late A. Wellesley-Miller. A contributor to the Great War Forum (user name Michael) supplied the following additional information. John was born in France in 1897 to Arthur (a chartered accountant) and Edith Maude Wellesley Miller. He was a pupil of Temple Grove, East Sheen, Eastbourne and Malvern College where he was a Private in the OTC. He applied to join the Buffs and passed the army entrance examination in Feb 1915, being 75th in the order of merit. By now his father was deceased and he was living at Gladstone House, Clarence Parade, Southsea. He was killed in action at about 06:30 on 15/9/1916 in front of Loos Wood. He was buried 500yds east of Guillemont. The Buffs Collection has a brooch made from one of his collar dogs, along with his photograph.
J. M. WHETTEM. The CWGC identifies this man as James Main Whettem, Rifleman (No. 552199), London Regiment (Queen's Westminster Rifles) who died on 08/12/1917 aged 36 years. He is buried in the Jerusalem War Cemetery and is named on the Cenotaph. He was the son of John and Mary Whettem, of 82, St. Thomas St., Portsmouth. He was not mentioned on either Parish Magazine list.

A. T. H. WHYMARK. The CWGC lists only one man named Whymark with the initial ‘A’, but he had no obvious connection to Portsmouth and nor does any other man named Whymark. The Cenotaph includes the name A.T. Whymark. The Army List includes a man named Thomas Whymark who appears in the CGWC list as Sapper (No. 491382) of the Royal Engineers and who died
 on17/08/1917 aged 31 years. This Whymark is shown to have lived in Dundee but had been born in Portsmouth. The CWGC record for Thomas shows he was 31 years old when he died, making his date of birth around 1886 and there is a record of an Anthony Thomas H Whymark being born in Portsea in 1885. This name carries forward to the 1891 Census as Thomas where he appears living with his parents Alfred and Mary Whymark  of 5 Oyster St. (Globe Inn), Old Portsmouth. He is buried in Brandhock New Military Cemetery No.3, Ieper, Belgium. He was not mentioned on either Parish Magazine list. Kelly’s (1913) lists an Alfred Whymark living in lodgings at 48 Oyster St. A family commemoration in the Evening News refers to him as Tom.

F. W. WOODS. The CWGC lists 45 men named Woods with initial ‘F’ and 4 with initials ‘FW’. Two of them are recorded as being “native of Petersfield”, but only one shows a closer relationship to Portsmouth. He was Frederick William Woods, Lieutenant, Dorsetshire Regiment
 who died on 28/08/1918 aged 37 years and is buried in Bulls Road Cemetery, Flers
. He is also mentioned on the Cenotaph. The 1881 and 1891 Censuses show him living in Petersfield with his parents Henry and Rosina Maria Woods, but by the time of the 1901 Census, they had moved to 24 Lombard St., Old Portsmouth. Their address for the CWGC record was 78 St Vincent St. Southsea. He was also the husband of the late Ethel Annie Aldridge Woods. His death was remembered in the October edition of the Parish Magazine. From The Evening News – “WOODS. On Aug. 26th. 1918, Killed in action in France, F.W.Woods, Lieut., Dorset Regt, formerly Hants Regiment, the dearly loved and devoted husband of E.A.Wood, Stoner, Milton Rd., Portsmouth. and ever affectionate son of Mr. & Mrs. Henry Woods, 78, Vincent Street, Southsea, only brother of Lieut W.H. & Mrs. Woods, of Long Eaton, Notts.   Deeply lamented by all.”

R. T. M. WYLLIE. The CWGC identify this man as Robert Theodore Morrison Wyllie Private
(No. 2168), London Regiment (London Scottish) who died on 01/11/1914 aged 26 years. There is a memorial to him in Portsmouth Cathedral & he is listed on the Menin Gate. He was the son of the famous marine artist William Lionel Wyllie and Marion Amy Wyllie, of Tower House, Portsmouth. His name does not appear on the Cenotaph.

W. T. WYLLIE. The CWGC identify this man as William Thomas Wyllie, Captain, Durham Light Infantry
who died on 19/07/1916 aged 34 years. There is a memorial to him in Portsmouth Cathedral. He is buried in Dantzig Alley British Cemetery and was the son of the famous marine artist William Lionel Wyllie and Marian Amy Wyllie and  husband of Mary Wyllie, of "Montauban," Purbrook Park, Hants. He was born in London.

A. E. YOUNG. The CWGC is identified as Alfred Edgar Young, Private (No. 19216), Hampshire Regiment
who died on 24/04/1918 aged 34 years. He is buried in Lapugnoy Military Cemetery, Pas De Calais.  and appears (as Young A.) on the Cenotaph. He was married to Elizabeth Young, of 12, Bramble Rd., Southsea.
 In the 1901 Census he is shown as being the son of James and Mary Young, of 34 White Hart Road, Old Portsmouth. The National Roll (p395) contains the following citation under his name, “He volunteered in July 1915 and in the May of the following year was sent to France, where he took part in numerous engagements, including those on the Somme where he was severely wounded, and at Arras and Cambrai. Later he was again severely wounded near Arras on April 23rd 1918 and on the following day succumbed to his injuries. He was entitled to the General Service and Victory medals.

ALSO

V. BARRY.  (On both Parish Magazine lists but not currently on the Cross).  The CWGC lists only one man by this name. He is Victor Barry, Sergeant (No. 3/4647), Hampshire Regiment who died on 25/09/1915 aged 44 years. He is buried at Embarkation Pier Cemetery, Turkey and is named on the Cenotaph. The 1891 Census shows him to be the son of the late James Barry and Augusta Barry, 1 (or 3) Penny Street.

A.J. BEVIS. (On both Parish Magazine lists, as Albert John and A.J., but not currently on the Cross). The CWGC list only one man by this name. He is Albert John Bevis, Gunner (No. 13514), Royal Marine Artillery, HMS King George who died on 01/01/1919 aged 23 years. He is buried in Highland Road Cemetery, Portsmouth and is named on the Cenotaph. He was the son of Albert and Ellen Bevis; husband of Mary Ann Patience Bevis, of 111A St. Thomas's St., Portsmouth. Born at Portsmouth. His death was remembered in the February 1919 edition of the Parish Magazine and he was almost certainly the son of a churchwarden at St. Thomas’s who was also named Albert.
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